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2020 Brookfield Occasional 
Brookfield Heritage Neighborhood Association Newsletter 

Our Association’s constitution 
calls for an annual meeting. In ad-
dition to the order of business, 
the gathering is an opportunity to 
introduce new and long-term res-
idents to one another.  

Traditionally this annual meeting 
has been held the Sunday after 
Labor Day. In addition to being a 
required meeting, the gathering is 
a family affair. A neighborhood 
picnic in the street with shared 
food, conversation, entertain-
ment, and activities for all ages.   

At the time of this writing, Execu-
tive Order 2020- 110 permitted 
outdoor social gatherings with so-
cial distancing and face covering 

Neighborhood Picnic & 

Annual Meeting – 9/13/20 
 

Since last year’s annual meeting 
the BHNA Board has focused 
their efforts on the Deed 
Restrictions (also called a 
covenant).  Our restrictions were 
created in 1924 and are 
renewable for 25-year periods. 
They were last renewed in 1999.  
While not currently due until 
2024, we’re using this time to 
remedy two issues: 

• Objectional and illegal racial 
restriction clause regarding 
property use. 

• Requirements for potential 
amendments to the 
covenant.  

To remove the illegal clause from 
the covenant, 100% approval by 
Brookfield property owners is re-
quired.   

to suppress the spread of 
COVID-19.   

At the July 20th Board Meet-
ing the BHNA Officers dis-
cussed the annual meeting. 
The officers decided it would 
be prudent to cancel this 
year’s face to face gathering. 
This year’s picnic has been 
cancelled but the annual 
meeting will be held as a 
Zoom meeting on Sunday, 
September 13th.  

 
The BHNA Officers will be fi-
nalizing the annual meeting 
agenda soon.  
 
 

Each Brookfield household will re-
ceive details for participating in 
our 1st neighborhood Zoom meet-
ing. The Zoom meeting invitation 
will also be posted to our website 
and our Facebook page. 

 

$ANNUAL DUES $ 
Friendly reminder, BHNA annual 
dues are due in September.  
Please mail your check to Alan 
Munn, (Treasurer) or deliver 
check/cash directly to him at 164 
Oakland Drive. 
No increase, still a bargain at $20 
per household. Your dues support 
costs for replacement trees along 
our streets, our website, neigh-
borhood meetings, mailings, and 
the newsletter.  
Make your check out to BHNA! 
 

Renewal alone takes 2/3rds 
approval of the property 
owners.  

GOALS: (1) Amend the cove-
nant to remove racial clause; 
(2) raise veto threshold from 
a single household to 1/3rd 
of the neighborhood for fu-
ture covenant amendments; 
and, (3) renew the covenant 
as amended.  

The Board decided to pursue 
a flexible parallel process of 
seeking support of BOTH op-
tions: remove the racial re-
striction while allowing us 
to: fall back to the “2/3rds 
renewal only” option if we 
cannot gain 100% support 

for changing the Deed Re-
strictions. 

The Board had been working on 
obtaining consents from prop-
erty owners, but the virus 
deemed it advisable to avoid 
face to face interactions.  

In 2019 House Bill 4676 was in-
troduced. This bill prohibits the 
recording of deeds or other in-
struments relating to real prop-
erty that contain certain restric-
tive covenants or conditions and 
make such restrictions unen-
forceable.   

At the time of this writing, the 
Bill was in the House Judiciary 
Committee. If approved, it goes 
before the House after Labor 
Day.  

BHNA Officers 

President:  
Ben Flietstra 
219 Oakland  
2019-2022  
 
Vice President: 
Jeffrey Johnson 
144 Maplewood  
2017-2020 
 
Treasurer:  
Alan Munn 
164 Oakland  
2018-2021 
 
Secretary:  
Jennifer Somerville 
224 Oakland 
2019-2022 
 
Communications:  
Nella Davis-Ray 
164 Maplewood 
2019-2022  
 
At-large: 
Jennifer Castner 
205 Oakland 
2017-2020 
 
Philip Eisenlohr 
236 Oakland 
2018-2021 
 
John Hays 
1645 Roseland 
2017-2020 
 
Diane Kearns 
 277 Oakland 
 2019-2021  
 

************* 
Email the board: 

board@brookfieldneigh
borhood.net 

Meeting Details 
 

Updating & Renewing Our Covenant 
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Other News… 
STREETS UPDATE – Over 57% 
of local streets in East Lansing 
are rated as poor, including 
Oakland, Roseland and Maple-
wood Drives. Passage of the 
city income tax increased fund-
ing for improvements. Street 
improvements were budgeted 
and approved for this fiscal 
year, which started in July.  
 
Scott E. House,  
Director of EL Public Works and 
Environmental Services reports 
that Nicole McPherson, Engi-
neering Administrator, will be 
in communication with BHNA 
once the timeline and final 
scope of work is established.  

 
Stay Tuned! 

 

 

Our  

Mission: 
The Brookfield Heritage 
Neighborhood Associa-
tion‘s mission:  

•  To preserve the neigh-
borhood’s unique 
treescape and environ-
ment – your dues help pay 
to replace trees along our 
streets! 

•  To promote the safety of 
the neighborhood. 

•  To foster community 
through annual picnics and 
social events 

•  To protect the single-
family character of the 
area through representa-
tion in city government. 

 

CITY NEWS – 

 
Help spread the word! Friends 

and neighbors can stay up-
to-date on East Lansing 
news and events by signing 
up for the Dialog E-News-
letter (sent out every other 
Friday), and the East Lan-
sing City Council Meeting 
Recaps (after every regular 
and discussion-only City 
Council meeting. Sign up at:  
www.cityofeastlansing.com
/eNews 
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New to Brookfield? 
Learn about our 

neighborhood history at 
http://tinyurl.com/lsz8l2d 

by Mike Benedict 

 

Visit our Little Free 
Library at 165 Oakland 
Drive. A great place to 
leave a book OR take a 
book.  

Contact Jennifer Castner 
for info: 

pennifer@gmail.com. 

 

The Board is hopeful that the bill 
will pass and eventually become 
law.  

We understand these issues can 
be confusing and we want to an-
swer your questions and discuss 
your concerns. Updating and re-
newing our Covenant will be on 
the September 13th meeting 
agenda. 

For more information about the 
covenant and the renewal process 
contact: John Hays –  
pat-johnhays@att.net  

 

 

 

 

WANTED: 

New Board Members! 

There will be three seats available for three-year terms 
beginning October 2020.  Jennifer Castner, Jeff Johnson 
and  John Hays  terms are ending. The new board 
members will be elected at the September 13th annual 
meeting. This is a great opportunity to get to know your 
neighbors and to support our neighborhood. If you are 
intersted in being nominated please email the board: 
board@brookfieldneighborhood.net or feel free to reach 
out to any of the current officers. 

 

 
New to Brookfield?  Please join our neighborhood 

website: www.brookfieldneighborhood.net  and our 
neighborhood Facebook page:  

www.facebook.com/groups/brookfieldneighborhood/ 

Join us to share news and information, participate in 
governance of our neighborhood association, or just share 
pretty pictures and have fun with neighbors. 

 

 

Our Covenant,  

continued… 

 

 
 

TREES – Everyone in 
town knows Brookfield as 
“the neighborhood with 
the trees”.  Our silver 
maples add character to 
our neighborhood. Did 
you know much of our 
annual dues goes to 
maintaining our 
treescape?  We’re 
fortunate to have a tree 
ambassador who works 
with the city to monitor 
the health of our trees.  

Please listen to the 
September 13th annual 
meeting for a tree 
update.  
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