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Brief overview
Of the

Brookfield heritage neighborhood

Introduction

The Brookfield Heritage Bighborhoochhas evol ved from i tfemaegi nn
quiet neighborhood in the country, to a neighborhood in the middle of a busy, yet exciting, urban
area.We are fortunate tbe neaMichigan State University and the stagpital along with their
accompanying amenitie¥/e are a neighborhoad friendsand families where wecan safely

walk through the neighborhood and enjoy the beautiful trees and homes, and where we watch ou
for each other.

Many ofuswork or teach at the university, work in state government, teach at local schools in

the area, oare doctors, attorneys, professional landscapers, or noted musicians who teach and/or
play throughout the region, just to name a few occupatidmese also are a numbeirus are

retired but continue to live here because the East Lansing area andghizonepod are

welcoming to active adults.

Brookfield isa relatively small neighborhood in East Lansing with 94 homes, 2 vacant lots, and a
small pocket parkThere arés streets in the neighborhood, includidgklandDrive, Maplewood

Drive, RoselandAvenuefrom Hagadorn Road to the easly limits, the east side dflagadorn
Roadfrom East Grand River Avenue to the first house north of Rosedaudadhe north side of
EastGrand RiverAvenuefrom Hagadorn Road to the easly limits.

Our main clainto fame isthe beautiful canopy of trees that line our streets. Most of the trees are
silver maples and are getting quite old, but there has been an aggressive campaign over the year
to replace old and damageddsevhere necessary. It is interesting tha developer of the
neighborhood planted one elm tree on each lot, hoping they would grow and become the
specimen trees of the neighborhood. The developer planted the silver maples knowing they
would grow faster than the elms. The plan was that asltee syaples aged and died, the
neighborhood would be forested with elm trees. However, with the infestation of Dutch elm
disease, nearly all the elms diwetile the silver maples flourished.

Over the years, there has been muchugision among neighbors about
creating more diversity of trees on our streets, but for historical purpose;
it has been decided to stay with the silver maples. There is a new straiig
silver maple, however, that has been used as a replacement tree whic
stronger, slightly more upright in its growth, and provides more fall col
Pat Robinson, our neighborhood tree speciafigicates the replacement
trees are Acer Freemanii (Autumn Blaze), which is a cross between a
maple and silver maple. It ises#less. The variety received recognition a
the Tree of the Year in 1997 by the lowa Nursery and Landscape

Association and in 2004 by Society of Municipal Arborists. It exhibits th*
fast growth of a silver maple, but has stronger limbs. It has a bright
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redorange color in the fall as the name suggests. The tree has an oval shape rather than the
arching limbs of the silver maples, but this leads to better stréngth.

Early History

The Brookfield areani theearly 19" centurywas heavily forested and marshith an abundance
of wildlife. You canexperience what it must
have been likby walking through the Sanford
Natural Area just south of Grand River Avenue
on both sides of Hagadorn Roaxt just across
Grand Riverfrom our neighborhoadrhe photo
at left shows the natural area in the spring.

PHOTO OSANFORINATURAIAREA ONMSU
Prior tothearrival of settlers tdichigan, the landwas primarily
inhabitedby the Ottawa and Chippewa tribédost famous of the
Indiansin this areavas Chief Okemos whoasg both Ottawa and
ChippewaHe distinguished himself at the Battle of Sandusky
(Ohio)where he waseverely injured with a sabre cut across his
back. He won the respect diet Chippewa people and was
subsequently madeChief. After fighting other battles, heéecided
there was no way to defeat the settlers, so he told the U.S.
Government that he no longer wished to fight. Chief Okemos late:
signed the 1819 Treaty of Saginawich ceded a large amount of &
landincludingwhat later would be called Meridian Townsiip
the U.S. Governmenitlt also included the land omhich our
neighborhoods located.
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Native Americansvere heravhen white settlement began1839 with thearrival of Sanford

Marsh and Freeman Brak.post office named Sanford was established the following year. Bray
founded the village of Hamilton in 1840, and he recorded the plat in 1851. In 1859 the state
legislature renamed éhvillage Okemos in honor @hief Okemos

Our neighborhood was bordered on the stythpaththat eventually became known as Grand
River Avenuelt was originally a Native American trail that went from Detroit to the eastern
shores of Lake Michigan for more tha®00 years. Over time,served as a footpath, horse
trail, wagon rut, stagecoach route, plank road, and ultimately the road that it is today.

TheMichiganLegislaturein 1837 decided to move tleapitd from Detroit toLansing They did
so because it #as more centrally located and also because theeefe@rs about having the

! From the Brookfield Heritage Neighborhood website el@are Information, by P&obinson
2 Michigan History Magazine, Michigan Historical Society, 10B&f Okemoby Dr. F.N. Turner, Lansing
3Durant, Samuel W. (1880). History ofhagh and Eaton Catties, Ml D.W. Ensign & Cdhiladelphia
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capitd so close to the border with Canada, particularly because the memories of the War of 1812
were still fresh?

The legislature determined it needegprovements to transportation from Detroit to the new
capitd in Lansing, and decided iL850to enacta
law establishing the Lansing and Howell Plank
Road Company. The company was charged with
the constructionfoa woodenrplank thoroughfare
that would connect to the Detroit and Howell
Plank Road, thus improving the horrendous
traveling conditions between Lansing dDeltroit
The plank road, built of lumbdewn from the
forests along the way, was completed 853 and
included seven tollhouses between Lansing and
Howell.

PLANKROADTOLLHOUSE INITIALIDCATED NEAR T

BROOKFIELBREA .
The tollhouseaboveis the oneclosest to

Brookfield. It was located near the intersection of what is now Grand River Avenue and Dawn
Avenue, approximatel y wh edlewaddmpiopertfRosvnved bye 6 s T
Alonzo and Hannah Proctarho were commissioned to operate the tollhouse. After the toll road
went out ofbusiness, the tollhouseasmovedin 1907 to 564 NHagadorn Road (on the east

side of the street between Snyder and Melrose), where it was used as a residence foltdecades.
is the sole remaining plank road tollhouse in Michigan and was listed on the State Register of
Historic Places on March 14, 1973 damoved soon afterward to the Meridian Historical Village

in Central Park, Okemos. It has been restored to its original appearance and placed in an
interpretive setting complete with atg and a placard of toll ratés.

The first record of a settler maig a claim for land that included our neighborhood was from
Mortimer Martin® He purchased the land from the U.S. Government on May 1, 1839. The first
log cabin within the present East Lansing city limits was built in 1845 by Horace Havens at the
site of what is now the Waterfront Apartmeritf.was backbreaking work to turn the land into
farmland and he was faced with many obstacles, including wild animals such as bear and wolf
that preyed on his sheep, cows and pigs. This farm property was owned setcbysihe

Havens, Chatterton, Sturges, Hagadorn and Brook farfilies.

TheCh at t enovedheréis 1851 from Vermont. Thiegughtthefarm at theS.E.corner of
what is now Grand River Avenue and Hagadorn Rdé&aeé farmland included the area that was

4 Historic Detroit.orgMichigan State Capitol

5 Meridianhistoricalvillage.org/villagdsuildings

8 Brooks Abstract Company, Abstract for Lot 19 of the Brookfield Neighborhood

"YRIFIGSR ONROKdZNEB (I NERIRIASIRSICSANXEIES bSAIKO2NK22RE
8 Ibid
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eventually to become the Brookfield Heritage Neighborh&atah Chattertowrote aletter toa
friend in Vermont on August 3, 1851 which describes the area, as fallows

Meridian Aug. 3d, 1851

Dear Friend,

I now devote a few moments in writing a lettefytau thinking perhaps you would like to hear
from us. We are heiin Meridian and all well and hope you the same. | am teaching school two miles
from home at the village of Okemos. It is a very pleasant school. | have ten shillings a week. We have
bought afarm her one hundred and fifty acres, paid fourteen hundred and forty dollars. We have forty
acres improvedlhere was six acres of wheat, we have one half of it, three acres of rye and we have all of
that. We have harvested the wheat and rye. Thene &ses of corn, we have one third of it. There are
about fifty apple trees, most of which are large enough to bear, over twenty peach trees, they are very
flourishing trees, some quince bushes, current bushes and most all kinds of fruits and bertesegrow
and nuts. It is a very pleasant place here. There is a large river on the south side of our farm, the Cedar
River. It is four or five rods wide and an excellent spring of water, pure and cold, as good as that in VT
which we left. There is a beautifflbwer garden in front of our house and large oak trees all around the
house for shade trees. The plank road goes by here from Lansiegiitadd to Detroit. It is not finished
all of the way but it is by here. The stage goes by here twice a day. People say that this is the handsomest
place in the county. We live a little over four miles from ¢hapitd and eighty miles from Detroit. The
folks sa it is not near as much work to clear up land as in VT. Our house is a log house. There is two on
our farm. We think of building soon. The roads do not go winding round hills and mountains but straight.
They are laid out throughout the state to go eastnaast, north and south and once in a mile is four
corners.

We had a very pleasant journey coming here. There were five families with us moving to the
west. Two to Wisconsin, one to lllinois, one to the south of Michigan and we went to North Farmington,
to C.D. Wolcotts, f at he rfibesveakso Wlila we werd/lifeFarsingion legdt t h ¢
acquainted with the people, liked them very wEhere, they asked from 25 to 30 dollars an acre and so
we thought we would go where we could get langlagler, so we came here, a little over 60 miles from
there. The people appear very friendly here and it is called a very good neighborhood. There is Vermont
people that live each side of use right in sight of us. Our land is mostly oak, opening so owen that
could see a deer forty or fifty rods away, so you know it not be much work to clear up the land here, so
we will soon get it cleared if we have our heal
not seem like old Vermont. | often tti about the people there and wish that | could see them here, |
think they would like it. | hope some of them will come out here before long to live. But if we never see
each other again, | want to write and | will try to answer it and may we live sa¢hagy meet where
parting will never come, and be forever happy. The happy hours that | have spent with you on those green
mountains will not be forgotten by mielease tell the folks that | have not forgotten them if | am a great
way fr om t hwethwith tde,agemenbeér dne. Write as soon as you get this letter and tell the
others to write for | would be glad to hear from them. Direct your letter to Sanford P.O., Ingham County,
Michigan

Yours Affectionately,

Sarah E. Chatterton

9 Letter maintained at the East Lansing Public Library in the Neighborhood section for Brookfield. Original letter
transcribed by Hope Borbas (no other information provided)
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The landremained a farm until 1923. Below is a photo of the farm dated around’18b%ethe

car parked in front of the barn and other outbuildings. It is parkeddohroadthat runs in front

of the farmbuildings The house is not visible, but the ibsuand outbuildings are on the north

side of the roa@dnd the car is parked facing west towards East Lansing and Lansing. This road
eventualy becomesGrand River Avenue. Beyond the barns and other out buildings are pastures
and fields for growing cropd.his was the land which our homesbuilt on.

Farm at the comer of Grand River Avenue and Hagadom Road around 1915

Development of the Brookfield Neighborhood

The landwaseventuallybought byJohn and Grace Brook (hence Brookfield) from the East
Lansing Realty Company in 1923. The original plat (Plat of Brookfield) was dated April 27,
1923 and recorded on August 1, 1923. The plat was divided into 98 lots aisléoitbws:

10 ansing Capitol, Campus, and ChysSallie Manassah, David Thomas and James Wallington, page 39
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The platwas approved by theridian Township Board on May 15, 1923, tmghamCounty
Board on May 23, 1923, and the State Auditor General on July 31, 1923. This gave the
developers approval to start the Brookfield project.

- - — - - o e . A — - - — - —
264
s I T Ie 18 19 lip
R L?; uLC“J 3 o Y 18 o
oW 2y = w 2 i Tp) ™
- | =l i (2150 S |- |8~
2 oAt L R
| W< /284 TS
@0 277, o Bl LS
L Q) 477928/— LS b

HAGADORN RD

QTY OFEASTLANSINGORD 10820VERLADISTRICIMAP, LLCENSEBENTAL
PROPERTIHBENTIFIED WITHASHM ARKS




The first housén the new subdivisiowas builtin 1926 andthe Lansing State Journan an ad
describingthe hous# thatread

An Object Lesson in
Home Buildingand
Furnishing

Home owners and home seekers alike will find much
that is interesting and instructive in the model home,
just completed on Oakland Drive in beautiful Brook-
field. They are cordially invited to inspect it.

Formal opening takes place this Saturday afternoon and
evening, with artistic souvenirs to be distributed among
the ladies. The home will also be open to visitors Sun- l
day and every afternoon and evening next week.

&< ¢
CompletezingEvery Detail
The home is a perfect English type and has been mod-
ernized in all respects. It has many special features

that will appeal to the housewife,

Through the co-operation of The F. N. Arbaugh Com-
pany and its eastern connections, the house has been
furnished and decorated to express the latest modes.
Furniture, rugs, drapes and art features carry out
artistically the modern trend towards harmonizing
colors, 3

Accompanying the ad was an articlgbfished in the Lansing State Jourrizdst Lansing
Community Life SectiomlatedSeptember 2, 1926vhich read as follows:

East Lansingb6s phenomenal devel opment of
growth but as a preferred home section of the city of Lansing, is accentuated in the announcement
of the fall opening of the highly restricted subdivision, Brookfiellioh is on East Grand River
Avenue just west of thiairgrounds(see note below)rhe East Lansing Realty Co., which
sponsored Ardson Heights and Strathmore, invites the public to inspect the property this Sunday.

The property contains but a limited numio¢ lots, platted to the wider frontages that
modern architecture demands. They range in width from 80 feet up and averdlgedtteone
half acre in area. The improvement program has been rapidly pushed forward and the property

1 The ad and article were provided by Pat and Kevin Poli, 217 Oakland Drive.

7




offers surfaced roadwayelectricity and sidewalk, with careful restrictions that assure only the
most desirable residential tone. When built up, the property gives East Lansing a new $700,000
residence district.

ABrookfield supplies the | aayglé Shaesmiila nd o f

general manager of the East Lansing Realty @

has changed the old order. Discriminating families require home sites of larger area and tend to
range farther from the congested smgkiened sections where they can establish little estates

and live in quiet, healthful conditions, yet be within a few minutes easy ride of the shopping
district.

AEast Lansing meets this need perfectly,
growth that the city has shown in the past five or six years. It accounts for the outstanding success
of other subdivisions which made these perfect for the home builders and both the lender and the
investor profited.

AEast Lansing, f idemonsyrateahe wisdom of this. Tihe bwildingvi | |
activity now going on is a forecast of the future that is already in the making. This city, without a
doubt, will double and triple its popul ation

The sponsors of Brookfield have gonstep further. They have provided the same
improvements and the same careful restrictions, but in addition have platted the property to the
exceptionally roomy lots that insure privacy, and promote health in the home.

The model home, now nearing compbeti will be open for inspection in the immediate
future. The East Realty company, also, anticipating the swift, steady development of this section,
has enlarged its operating staff by the addition of a fully equipped subdivision department. Fred
M. Hill and Lon Polk, who were motivating forces in the development of Westmoreland,
Inverness, Heathwood and other sites in Lansing, have joined the organization, and Charles
Moses, of Youngstown, long associated with Lansing developments, has been rehired as sales
manager.

Brookfield will be open for inspection this Sunday, but it is anticipated that no lots will
be sold until representatives will be on the site in the afternoon to furnish information and show
visitors around.

(Note: There was a fairgrounds jusast of Brookfieldhat included a stables on the south side of Grand
Ri ver Avenue and omathemaorth side of Graml tRivéehe €ast side ofahe tkack ran
from Roseland to Brentwood in Meridian Township. These roddsr the outlineof the old track?

The housen the ads at 217 Oakland Drive and the current owners are Pat and Kevin Poli.

There were several other houses already built in the neighborhood, but they had been built prior
to Brookfield being platted as a subdivision. The oldest house in our neighborho@@13 at

East Grand River Avenue, which was built in 1903 and is currently owned by Harvey and Donna
Clarizio.

12 Kathy Prince provided me this information. She also has two maps which are of interest, one from Sept. 1950
and thesecond from Sept. 1954, copies of which are included at the end of this document as Items 4 and 5.
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Unlike most subdivisions, our homes were built over time and each home is quite distinct from
the others in the neighborhod@klow is a chart shwng how manyhomes were builby yearin
the neighborhood:
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City of East Lansing Assessing Records

https://is.bsasoftware.com/bsa.is/AssessingServices/ServiceAssessingAttachmentDetail.aspx?p

Annexation to East Lansin8ecoming a Neighborhooflssociationand Designation as a
Heritage Neighborhood

Although theBrookfield Neighborhood was often mentionelabei ng i n East Lajns
until there was special election held on November 5, 195@t approved the annexation of our
neighborhod from Meridian Township to East Lansinthe purpose of the annexation was
principally to move to the East Lansing school disti¢$o, because Brookfield was contiguous
to the City, it @emed rational to annex to thigydo take advantagef the serices offered by the
city. Emily Frame and Verna Hodge, both residents of the neigbbdy spearheaded the
campaign and the annexation was effective on December 31, 1957.

| could not find a date when
Brookfield was made a neighborhooc
associationHowe\er, the purpose of *
the association has always been -
clearly stated as follows:

Purpose of the Association

O Foster goodwill and friendship
among all residents.

) NEIGHBORHOOBANNERDESIGNED ANBEWN BWERNAHODGE
O Preserve the residential

character, natural environment and trees lining the streets of the subdivision.







